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Morocco and to place themselves in a position to press upon the French
Government concessions and alterations to their policy which might
be desirable to prevent a war.
When Cambon pressed for " some form of assurance which might
be given in conversation," Grey replied that no such assurance could
be anything short of a " solemn undertaking," and before that could
be entered into it would be necessary to consult both Cabinet and
Parliament. What the Ambassador asked was nothing less than the
conversion of the Entente into a defensive alliance. Pressure of
circumstances might render this necessary, but it could not be done
secretly or without the sanction of Parliament, and the pressure of
circumstances was not yet so great as to demonstrate the necessity of
such a change.
With that Cambon had to be content. Grey shrewdly observed
that he could safely emphasize his " personal opinion " in speaking
to the German Ambassador, since if he had overestimated the feelings
of his countrymen, there could be no disappointment in Germany,
whereas he would be in danger of misleading the French if he put it
too emphatically to them. His general view was that the English
people would not be prepared to fight merely to put France in
possession of Morocco, but that they would be if it appeared that
a war was being forced on France by Germany to break up the
Entente.
It was a testing occasion for a comparatively young man new to
high office, and Grey felt it so. " I had tremendously difficult talk
and work yesterday, and very important. I do not know that I did
well, but I did honestly," he wrote to his wife the following day.1
The position defined in this interview was maintained right up to the
outbreak of the Great War.2
3 ,
It is a strange circumstance, which in after days became a subject
of complaint with some Ministers, that this exchange of views between
Grey and Cambon, and the formal sanction given to the " military
1 " Twenty-five Years," Vol. I, p. 82.
2 The Documents for the exchange of views between Grey and Cambon
are printed in Gooch and Temperley, Vol. Ill, pp. 160 et seq.